
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 

OCTOBER 
11

th

 - 15
th

  

Remote learning continues 
for all students this week 

18
th

 - 22
nd

   

Prep students onsite 
Monday-Wednesday 

Grade 1/2 onsite 
Thursday-Friday 

Remote learning Monday-
Friday for Grades 3-6 & 

on days not onsite for P-2 

25
th 

- 29
th

   

Prep students onsite 
Monday-Wednesday 

Grade 3/4 onsite Tues-
Wednesday 

Grade 1/2 and Grade 5/6 
onsite Thursday-Friday 

NOVEMBER 
Monday 1st 

Curriculum Day -          
No School 

Tuesday 2
nd

 

Melbourne Cup Day 
Public Holiday 

Wednesday 3
rd

  

Prep & Grade 3/4 
students onsite 

Thursday 4
th

  

Grade 1/2 & Grade 5/6 
students onsite  

Friday 5
th

  

All students onsite 

Monday 29
th

  

Kaboom! Sports Fun Day 
P-6 (to be confirmed subject to 

Covid restrictions) 

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 14
th

  

2022 Class Placements 

Grade 6 Graduation 

Thursday 16
th

  

Last Day for Students 

WAVERLEY MEADOWS PRIMARY SCHOOL  

            NEWSLETTER  Issue 6 – October 2021 
 

TERM FOUR - REMOTE LEARNING LEGENDS  

PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 
We are FINALLY going to have our students back together 

soon. This lockdown has been particularly difficult for all 

members of our community. This return to school will be a 

massive relief for us all.  

As per Government and Health Official guidelines, the 

return to school will be a bit of a bumpy ride, with a 

staggered return of year levels on different days for the 

next three weeks. On the right is the Department of 

Education return to school plan and I have outlined the 

dates and days in the column to the left.  

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU SHOWBAG/PACK 

Unfortunately half of the items I had ordered to include in remote learning gift packs that 

were to be sent out to each family during the holidays, never arrived. The curse of the current 

postage crisis! Therefore I have put a few other things together in a WMPS ‘showbag’ as a 

thank you for the hard work and dedication shown by our students and their families. These 

bags however are too heavy to post. If you live locally and are passing by, students are 

welcome to come in and collect their family’s showbag this week. Adults must wait outside 

the front gate while students (wearing masks please) come into the front office. All bags not 

collected this week will be sent home with students as they return onsite. 

 

VACCINATION MANDATES FOR STAFF 

All school staff, contractors and volunteers are required to be vaccinated. Any staff member, 

contractor or volunteer who has not had, or booked in for, their first vaccination by the 18th 

October will not be allowed to attend onsite at school.  The Department of Education have 

put a system in place to track staff vaccinations and each school will be responsible for 

ensuring the vaccination status of contractors and volunteers. All families should be confident 

knowing that their child’s teachers and school staff, essential visitors and volunteers will have 

been vaccinated.   

 

MASK MANDATE 

Masks remain one of the simple ways we can keep ourselves and others safe from any 

potential exposure to Covid-19. All staff and students in grade 3 and above will be expected to 

wear a mask at school. We ask that parents provide children with an appropriately fitted mask 

and talk with children about the purpose of the masks and how to fit them and remove them 

safely.  Students will be socially distanced as best we can manage while they are eating and 

therefore not wearing masks. Teachers will be able to remove masks when not in close 

proximity to students (e.g. when providing instructions from the front of the classroom while 

students are seated). Students in Prep – year 2 are not mandated to wear a mask, however it 

is recommended as an extra safety measure.  

If your child in year 3-6 has an exemption from wearing a mask, please forward the signed 

medical certificate confirming this directly to me.  
 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a limited number of masks at school that we can hand out to students who forget 

their mask, but have not yet had any indication from the DET as to whether we will be  

receiving a further delivery of masks.   

 

HEALTH PROTOCOLS FOR A SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL  

As with previous school returns after lockdown, the only people who will be permitted onsite 

at school are staff, students and essential services (student support or school maintenance).  

On the day of your child’s attendance onsite, we ask you to drop your child near the front or 

back entrance gates no earlier than 8.40am and allow them to walk in alone. Teachers will be 

supervising in close proximity on the inside of the gates. Students will be directed to drop 

their bags at their classroom and sanitise their hands on the way in. Hand sanitising on the 

way in and out of classrooms will again become second nature to the students in no time.  

 

In the initial weeks after school returns, we will be working in Module ‘bubbles’. This will 

mean learning, working and playing in areas both in and outdoors with only those students 

who share a classroom module building. This is the recommendation to schools in order to 

avoid the shut down of the whole school in the event of a positive case of coronavirus within 

the school.   

 

Students will be dismissed at the end of the day and asked to look for their parents at an 

agreed meeting point along the front or back of the school. This may be their parents car, or 

a specific spot along the fence-line as agreed. Please discuss this will your child and iterate 

the importance of remaining with the teacher at the gate, if they cannot see their 

parent/carer at the agreed pick up location.  We need to avoid mass congregating at the gate. 

Social distancing and the wearing of masks is expected of adults or older siblings who are 

involved in student drop off or pick up.  

 

Parents are asked to conduct any communication or business with the school remotely where 

possible – via phone, email or compass. If you need to enter for any reason, please ensure 

you adhere to the Covid Safety protocols of checking in using the QR code at the office, 

having only 2 visitors in the office area and wearing a mask.  

 

The Department have promised air filters to all schools. We have not been given a timeframe 

on this as yet, but will ensure the best air circulation possible and the use of outdoor learning 

spaces as much as we can until these are installed.  

 

 

 

 

 

CANCELLED, 
POSTPONED & 
RESCHEDULED 
EVENTS 2021 

Unfortunately, due to 
restrictions and limitations 
on what we are able to do, 
many school events have 

had to be cancelled for this 
year. Below is a list of 

events that were scheduled 
in term 3 or 4 and their 

status. (TBC= to be confirmed) 

• School Open Night – 

cancelled 

• Pizza lunch fundraiser – 

postponed (date TBC) 

• 5/6 Interschool Sport – 

cancelled 

• 3-6 Athletics & District – 

Cancelled 

• School Disco – 

Cancelled 

• School Production – 

Postponed (format TBC) 

• 3/4 Camp – Cancelled 

• Kinder-Prep Transition – 

Re-scheduled  

• Christmas Market – 

Cancelled  

• Colour Fun Run – 

Cancelled 

• Grade 6 Graduation – 

Format TBC 

 

In addition to the events 

listed, DET health 

guidelines also stipulate 

that class groups do not 

share rooms and 

resources, meaning all 

lessons will take place in 

individual classrooms or 

outdoors. Grades will not 

be visiting the Library, Art 

Room, STEM space or 

Multipurpose Room until 

these restrictions are 

eased.  

We are also not able to run 

School Assemblies at this 

time.   

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER SCHOOL NEWS! 

It could be quite easy to forget that during this time of being physically disconnected from each other that things 

outside of remote teaching and learning continue to happen in the life of the school. I am pleased to report that we 

finally completed our School Review. The panel were able to meet several times remotely, and while the 

preference would have been to see classes in action and speak to students and parents in real life, we did 

manage to conduct online forums with groups of students and parents. Thank you to everyone who completed a 

survey, attended a parent discussion group, sat on the review panel or contributed to the process in some way. 

Our independent reviewer, Brian from BJ Consulting, has now completed his report and this is now being 

reviewed by the Department of Education prior to being shared with the wider school community. Our next step 

will be developing our Strategic Plan for the next four years. Student wellbeing and student learning growth will be 

the overarching themes of the new plan and direction for the school.  

Our nature play space and sensory garden area at the front of the school will become a reality soon! I have met 

with a landscape gardener and shared our desires for this space, which have been collected over a number of 

years from students, staff and parents. All fundraising proceeds from the past two years plus some school funds 

will be used to complete this project. I will share some photos via Facebook as this area begins to take shape.  

 

Have you walked past our chickens 
recently? Noticed anything?!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Advertising 
We are always happy to support our local community organisations  

and events that support us! 

Contact the school office 9561 2879 for advertising queries. 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

~ URGENT REMINDER ~ 

Prep 2022 enrolments are due now. 

Please get these in ASAP. Enrolment 

forms can be printed off the  

website or collected from the office. 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


