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We have had a wonderful start to term 2. Students have been enjoying all the wonderful
hands-on learning experiences that are on offer this term. We are fortunate to have a
specialist science program at WMPS and students are loving exploring this term’s chemical
science theme. This morning I watched as the year 6 students combined their chemical
science topic with their agricultural science lesson and added water to a compacted dried soil
tablet and saw it expand into a pile of wet soil, ready for sowing seeds into.
Tuesday 10th May
NAPLAN begins for
year 3&5
Wednesday 11th May
STOMP continues each
Wednesday. Please ensure

WELCOME NEW STAFF
This term we welcome our new Business Manager, Michelle
Jeffery, following Cathy’s retirement at the end of Term 1.
Michelle previously worked as the finance officer at Jells Park
Primary School. Please drop in to say hello to Michelle in the
office. We also welcome James Holden our new maintenance
officer. James will be working here each Monday maintaining
our grounds, coordinating repairs and yes – getting balls down
off the roof!

payments have been made.

Tuesday 17th May
District Cross Country
Wednesday 18th May
School Council 7pm
Saturday 21st May
Federal Election Day BBQ
Fundraiser – Volunteers
Required
Friday 27th May
Pizza and PJs Day! P-6
P/1 Milo’s Surprise Party!
Wednesday 1st June
Division Cross Country
Friday 3rd June
5/6 Interschool Sports
Thursday 9th June
School Photo Day
Friday 10th June
Curriculum Day – Student
Free Day
Monday 13th May
Queen’s Birthday Public
Holiday
Tuesday 14th June
Staff Professional
Practice Day – Student
Free Day
Thursday 16th June
P-6 AFL Clinic
Friday 24th June
Student Science Fair –
Last day of Term 2

NAPLAN
We wish our year 3 and 5 students all the best this week as they sit their NAPLAN tests. While
performing at your best on NAPLAN is important, it is equally important to remember that
NAPLAN tests are conducted under conditions that are very irregular for children. We use
many forms of regular assessment at school to determine student needs and assist us in
planning and delivering a comprehensive, and more importantly, personalised program for
each child. NAPLAN tests are standardised which means all children are asked the same
questions, in the same way, at the same time. These tests are useful for providing snapshot
data at the state and national level of how Australian students are performing in literacy and
numeracy compared with other states and countries. These tests are not however nearly as
useful for individual schools as they do not take into account students’ preferred learning
styles, individual student goals, entry level skills or school/student personal circumstances or
level of disadvantage. The way we use NAPLAN data at WMPS is to track growth of students
between year 3 and 5. We are aiming for high growth, meaning our students rate of
academic achievement is maintained or increased as they move through school. Our teacher
judgement data (as assessed against the curriculum standards) is far more accurate for
determining individual student growth on an ongoing basis. Teachers are also far better
equipped to accurately report on your child’s overall abilities. NAPLAN does not assess a
child’s overall IQ, scientific, artistic, creative or general knowledge and capabilities. More
importantly, NAPLAN does not assess a child’s kindness, thoughtfulness, humour,
compassion, empathy or emotional intelligence. All of which are such an important part of
what makes your child who they are.

WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP – PLEEEEASE!!!
We are fundraising for new perimeter fencing along Columbia Drive and Chancellor Drive. We really want to be
able to remove the horrible old black chain fencing from around the buildings. This would open up the yard to
really maximise our use of the amazing space our students could benefit from. It will increase safety during
school hours and make the school look much fresher.
Everything you donate in money or contribute to the school in time, puts us a step closer to improving the
school grounds for your children.
Please consider giving an hour of your day on election day to help run the BBQ. We only need a couple of
people at a time. You can sign up by popping your name and time available on the list at the office, or contact
the office and we can add your name.

UPCOMING STUDENT FREE DAYS
Please note that the Queen’s Birthday long weekend will be
an extra-long weekend for students! There will be no school
from Friday 10th to Tuesday 14th June inclusive.
We have our previously advertised Curriculum Day, which is
a student free day on Friday the 10th June. We now have a
second student free day scheduled for Tuesday 14 th June.
Monday the 13th is the Queen’s Birthday public holiday.
All schools are entitled to a student free day (curriculum
day) each term. In addition to this, all teachers are entitled
to one Professional Practice Day (PPD) each term. These
days are for teachers to spend a focus day on their own
training, assessment or planning needs. They would
normally be replaced by a casual relief teacher that day.
Due to the shortage of teachers currently and the
difficulties schools are having in covering staff shortfalls,
the DET have asked school councils to approve a second
student-free day this term to cover the teacher PPD. This
has been approved by the WMPS school council.
Please make alternative arrangements for your children to
be cared for on Friday 10th and Tuesday 14th June as there
will be no school. Community OSH will be able to operate
on these days if there are enough families who require care.
Please let them know early.

CARE OF SCHOOL RESOURCES

We have spent thousands of dollars
updating our literacy resources over
the past 12 months. We have
purchased many sets of new books to
support our Little Learners Love
Literacy program and to ensure we
have high quality texts for students to
borrow as take-home books to practise
their reading. Unfortunately, many of
these borrowed books have not come
back to school. This means other
students miss out. Children may end up
having to use photocopied pages as
their home reading if we do not have
the books returned. If your child has
not returned their previous take-home
book, they will not be able to bring any
further books home. If your child has
lost their book, there will be a $10 fee
payable so we can purchase a
replacement.

Community Advertising
Contact the school office 9561 2879 for advertising queries.

We want to hear from children and young people in
The City of Monash, on what makes them happy, feel
safe, and issues that are important to them.
Monash City Council is currently engaging children aged 0-13
who live, study, or play in the City of Monash to share their voices
in our development of the Monash Strategy for Children, Young
People and their Families. The results of this engagement will
guide the themes and actions that the City of Monash will include
in the strategy to ensure the needs of children and young people in
the community are being met.
The survey is available online by following the link below:
https://shape.monash.vic.gov.au/children-youth-strategy
For more information please contact Kate Fitzgerald, Children
& Young People Engagement & Safety Officer at
ChildFriendly@monash.vic.gov.au or 9518 3555

